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BALZAC'S METHODS.

“ Figare" Tells How He Seribbled Of
“Cmanr Bicotlean.”™

Balzac's method of working was ec-
centric. Bels-avia that when he
had well considercd the upoT
which he proposed to write he wouul
cover some thirty or forty pages with
ideas and phrases. These he would send
to the printer, who returned proof saeets

EHAE

subject

pasted upon large sheets of paper. Tho
work was then corrected.
On a second reading the forty pages

grew to a hondred, and so on, while ¢n
the proof sheets new lines would start
from the beginning, middle or end of a
phrase; and if the margins were insuffi-
cient other sheets were added, until at
last the work was satisfactorily com-
pleted. A specimen of Balzac's “proof”
has the appearance of a gw erapical
map with its rivers, estuaries and iakes,
or perhaps it even more closely resem-
bles a complicated railway system in
which the lines cross and recross each
other in a manner that would almost
bewilder Bradshaw.

The most graphic description of - this
realist at work is to be found in an
article in the Figaro of December 15,

1887, called ““The Misfortunes and Ad-
ventures of Cmsar Birottezu Before Iis
Birth.” It would appear that Figaro
promised the book for December 15,
and Balzac only began it on November
17. The printing press was prepared.
Balzac immediately sent in two hundred
sheets, *‘seribbled” in five nights of
fever. “Every onoe knows how he
writes,” says Figaro. *“It was an out-
line, a chaos. an apocalypse. a Hindoo
poem. * * #* The time was short; no
one could make hend or tail of the writ-
ing, butit was transposed as nearly as
possible into familiarsigns. The author
sent back the first two proofs pasted on
enormous placards.

“It was frightful. From each sign,
from each printed word, shot a pen
stroke, gliding like a sky-rocket and
bursting at the extremity of a luminous
fire of phrases, epiihets, substantives,
underlined, croejed;, intormingled,
erased and superposed. Its ippearanuce
is simply dazziing. * * * The oflice
was far from gay. The type-setters
beat their Lreasts, the presses groaned,
the proof-readers tore their hair.” The
proofs were sent back seven consecutive
times; and then a *‘few symptoms of
excellent French” appeared, and there
was observed a certain conncction be-
tween the phrases; but the day—De-
cember 15—was fast approaching. and it
was felt that the book wouid never ap-
pear. But Baizac and Figaro kept their
word with the public, and ‘“Casar
Birotteau” saw the light on the date
agreed upon. It was composed, written
and corrected fifieen times by the au-
thor ir twenty days. In a letter in
which ‘# speaks of an attack of nen-
ralgia he says: “I wrote ‘Cosar Birot-
teau’ with my feet in mustard: I om
now writing ‘Les Paysans' with my
head inopium.”

HOME HINTS AND HELPS.

—To clean goid, wash it in warm
water containing ten or twelve drops of
sal volatile.

Cocoanut Tarts.—Take half a pound
of fine granulated sugar and dissolve in
half a pint of water: add a pound of
grated cocoanut and beil; when cold
add the well-beaten yeiks of three
eggs and the white of one; flavor with
lemon or wanilla: pour into tart rings
lined with good paste. Bake quickly.

—Roiled Beefsteak.—Take a round
steak, stuff as you do a fowl, roll neatly
and tie in shape. Put in a bake tin,
baste often and bake till tender.
Thicken the gravy in the pan, season
with catsup or lemon, and pour it uround
the meat. In serving cut frum the cnd.
Tough meat can be made tender cooked
in this style.

—To preserve the crispness and flavor
of green vegetables for salads throw
them in lce-water for an hour, then dry
carafully on a soft towel, being careful
not to bruise them, and then putina
cold place until wanted. Never mix
any salad with the dressing until you |
are ready to serve it. Use the coldest
of dishes to serve it on, and, If garnished
properly, it is one of the most attractive
and wholesome dishes on the table.—
Table Talk. |

—A Good Breakfast Dish.—To a pint
of cold mashed potato add a tablespoon-
ful melted butter, a well-beaten egg
and one teaspoonful minced parsley.
Mold into cakes with the hand, dip |
them in beaten egg, then in cracker
dust and fry to & nice brown on both
sides 1n plenty of hot butter and drip-
pings. As taken up, have ready as
many poached eggs as potato cakes,
lay one on the top of each on the platter.
Garnish with parsley and serve at once.
—Orange Judd Farmer.

—A common wash-stand may be trans-
formed into an attractive piece of
furniture for the sitting-room by em- |
ploying a new style used in decorating i
the tops of little tables. The upright |
sides and back of the upper shelf must
be removed and the top covered with a
pretty cretonne, attached without a !
wrinkle. It must be neatly and smooth-
ly applied and then varnished with
transparent varnish. Several conts will
be required, until a finished surface is
presented, which does not suggest that |
the pretty decoration is due to any |
textile fabrie. The logs may be painted
with gold paint and wvarnished with
white varnish or finished with enamel,
as desired.

An Old Missionary Soclety.

England’s oldest missionary socfety is
now devoting its energies to the ad- |
vancement ot the spiritnal condition of
the Canadian Indians, and is known as
the “New England Company.” It dates
back from 1649, in which year an or-
dinance was passed creatinr a eorpora-
tion of sixteen persons, called “The
President and Society for the I'ropagza-
tion of the Gospel in New England,”
with power tc acquire lands, goods and
money. The society had its origin in
the intercst created at that time by the
labors and writings of John Eliot, and
owed its first endowment to Oliver
Cromwell, the Lord Protector, who or-
dered a collection to I mude in the
parishes of England and Wales, thereby
obtaining the sum of £12,000.—Chicago
Herald.
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a press and the edges were gilded, after
which a delicate tracery was worked
upon the edge by indenting it with a
steel die struck by a small hammer. In
other cas<s symbols and verses were
painted in bright colors upon the front
edges; so that, after all, the appearance
of one of these old libraries was not
quite so dreary as might at first be sup-
posed.—Youth’s Companion.

THE MIGHTY FALLEN.

How the Dictator of Squedunk Lost His
Influence.

He had returned to his village home
from a trip to Washington, and that
same evening he appeared ol the drug
store to entertain an admiring audience
with hisadventures.

“Saw our Congressman, I suppose?”
gueried the blacksmith.

“Of course, and took dinner with
him.”

“You did, eh? By George, but fhat
shows we are no one-horse folks here!
See the President?”

1 did, by speeial appointment.®

“Shake hands with him?”

“1 did.”

“*Ask you to sit down?”

*Yes, sir,”

“Seemed to be glad to see you?"

“He did.”

“Stay long?”

“About fifteen minutes.™

“Ask you to call again?”

“He did.™

“Did you call him Ben?

“Why, no.”

“You didn't dare call him Ben.™

“Certainly not.”

*“Well, that's all T want tc know, sur!
You own the grist mill, woolen factory,
three stores and the tavern, and have
been to the Legislature, and given us
to understand that you were a heap of a
feller, but you hain't. Yoa went down
to Washington and sat on the edge of a
cheer and talked to the President, and
dasn’t call him Ben, and I don't foller
you any further! Come on, boys, lot's
go up to Church’s grocery and see that
feller who fit seven roundsof a prize
fight in Buflulo lasi week.”—N. Y. Sun.

A VALUABLE TABLE.

The Capucity of Cisterns for Each Ten
Inches In Depth.
Twenty-five feet in diameter, 3,059
gallons.
Tweaty feet in diameter, 1,958 gallons
Fifteen fect in diameter, 1,101 gallons.
Fourwen feet in diameter, 959 gallons.
Thirwen feet in diameter, $27 gallons.
Twelve feet in diameter, wriallons,
Eieven feet an dinmeter, 592 gallons.
Ten feet in diameter, 489 gallons
Nine feet in dinmeter, 306 gullons.
Eight feet in diameter, gullons.
Seven feet in diameter, 250 gallons.
Six and one-half fect in diameter, 200
gallons.
Six fect in diameter, 176 gallons,
Five feet in diameter, 122 gallons
Four and one-half feet in diameter, 99
gallons.
Four feet in diameter, 78 gallona.
Three feet in diameter, 44 zallona
Two and one-half feet in dinmoter, 30
gallons.
Two feet in diameter, 19 gullons.—
Shoe and Leather Review Directory.

Popu ar Errors,

It i*s a favorite paradox of some that
the greatest dandies make the hravest
bhldl‘lh. take pleasure in re-

Somn

as many

peating that great men have usually
had small persons. These opinions

spring from that love of findine or mak-
ing a wonder, which is one of the most
tenacions principles in human nature

anid is the caus of half the error that
exists in the weorld, The fact seems to
be that brave men have been, in gen-
eral, neither doadizs nor slovens, but
simply neat and ¢leanly, though, of
course. thers are exeeptions of both
kinds. Great men, alse, have heen,
in genernl, neither little . nor big,
thourh ihere hove been many of both
classes. Size bas nothing to de with

and the middle-sized class
ereatest number of

the question:

has produc

geniuses, simply becanse it is the most
numerous.—N. Y. Loedger.

—Economy Indian Puodding. — Stir
seven trbicspoonfuls of corn meal into a |
guart of sealli ii; add a teaspoon-
ful of salt and cach of ginger and
cinnamon, with a cupiul of molasses.

Bake covered for two hours, remove the
cover and ba) o+ half an hour longer.
e —

WANTED.—Ageuts for the Economy
Fuel Eurner. Cheap and best of the kind

n the market. Address P. O. Box 583

Ouwmaba, Neb.

————r -
The Can Can restaurant has t.hel

finest varieties of ish {resk every day |

pastor's “usefulness to an end” without
a formal vote.
few people set themselves to it.—Chris-
tian Inquirer.

—Amhesst College is making a move
which will be watched with great ig
terest by the other colleges. The stu-
dents have placed their athletics in the
bands of an advisory board consisting
of ten members, made up of the profes-
sors of physical education; the presi-

| dents of the base ball, foot ball and ath-
letic associations; three alumni not
members of the faculty and Frederick
B. Pratt. The two members of the fuac-
ulty and three alumni members will be
appointed by the college senate. The
athletic policy of the college and the
finances conneected therewith will be
completely controlled by the new board.

—One feature which the city and the |

school system should have and which
both need quite as much as they do new
scheols, is a school building which shall
be the eenter and distributing point of
all information on school matters. As
there is no eity in the country which has
80 great number of pupils, teachers
| and school buildings, there is also no
| large city which has more inadequate
| means of reaching. directing or accom-
modating i13 teachers; of furnishing
them with desired information on school
subjects, cf instructing them in the his-
| tory of education itself, an instruction
| which has become part of the necessary
| studies of the tzacher to-day whodesires
to become fully abreast with the latest
educational movemenw.—School.

a

[ IN THE CHURCH-YARD.

A Bit of Reality Calculated to Bring Tears
of Sympathy to the Eye.

A low mound, with wooden slabs rot-

ting away under its brier-grown turf, a

baby form long since a handful of dust,

0ld—old almost as the burying-ground |
in which the village dead were sleeping |

—it had lain beneath sunshine and
shadow, while the years crept by un-
numbered.

Often I had passed it t@re in its quiet
corner; no other graves were nigh it, and
tangled weeds grew rank above the for-
gotten dust. The white head-stones of

| many a quiet sleeper marked life’s last
mile-posts, on the slopes above it, but
here only a wooden slab crumbled and
erumbled away.

One day a new mound, scarcely so
long, was heaped beside it, and in the
calm, October sunshine [ read in peneil,
on the card above iy, the one word—
“Lois.”

The named. and the nameless. Inno-
| eent alike before the great bar of judg-
| ment, and, alike, hushed forever in the

everlusting arms. As [ stood above
these quiet mounds, the old sexton, with
pick and spade, came toward me.

*It burts mo to do it, sir,”" he said,
| “me as has babbies of my own at home,

but a gen'"'man as has bought the lot
| says as how the little'un must be took

away,” and he rubbed the sleeve of a
| worn jacket across his eyes.

“It 'prars to me.” he continued, *“that
if it had becn one of my own babbies"—
pointing to the new mound—*“I'd kinder

ave wanied the little ‘un to keep com-

pany—it wouldn’t have seemed so ione-
| Bome like, an—an’'—it couldn’'t have
| done no harm.,"”

grew husky.

“Where do I move the wee
down to t'other side, where the
is free.,” he replied in answer
quesiion: *‘there's many of 'em
sir, older than I ean remember, and
think, sometimes, I'd like to be buried
there myself. Sometimes I wonder if
these great stones mightn't be in the

‘un?—

graves
0 my
there,

and the old man's voiee ‘
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way when the dead rise again at His |

comin”.”

And thus volubly the old man prat-
tled on, and his spade sunk deeper and
deeper, and the heap of brown earth
grew larger.

It was only a rude box, very, very
small, but reverently I followed it to
that portion of the church-yard where
the pauper dead lay sleeping.
shallow grave we lowered the nameless
dust, and on the little mound we laid
an autumn garland in memory of Him,
all-pitying. who forbade not such as
these unto His presence.

Aund you're safe in that fold, wee
slesper; hands may not break your rest,
Nameless, sleep on with the unknown
dead; brier and weed grow rank above
you, butover all'is God's blua sky and |
sunshine. —Ih troit Free Press, |
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